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3 o HTATICART ST I
Jatihas 30 matras (in a pada).

The yatiis 16 matras by 14.
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32. giti

S fATATHT TFAT
SRREIESIEIRI

STT T 9T 9ET19re

AT STTI9T

3l 2¥ ZT L HETA|
33 HTATCHRT T

Gitihas 22 matras (in a pada).

The yatiis 12 matras by 10.
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Lexicon of Sanskrit Prosody

aksara — a syllable

ardhasamavrtta — a sub-category of vrita, where the alternate
padas have the same prosodic structure.

gadya - prose

gana — a prosodic unit of three syllables (aksara); there are
eight ganas, as there are eight possible permutations of short
and long syllables in a group of three.

guru— a ‘heavy’ (long) syllable

jati— a sub-category of padya, where a pada is defined by the
number of syllabic ‘measures’ (matra).

laghu — a ‘light’ (short) syllable

matra — a ‘measure’ used in specifying the length of a padain
metres of jafi type; a short (laghu) syllable measures 1 matra,
and a long (guru) syllable, 2 matras.

pada — a quarter-verse. It may be subdivided into ganas, i.e.
prosodic units of three syllables.

padya — a stanza (which is subdivided into four padas); any
composition in verse.

samavrtta — a sub-category of vrtta, where all padas have the
same prosodic structure.

visamavrtta — a sub-category of vrtta, where all padas have a
different prosodic structure.

vrtta — a sub-category of padya, where the prosodic structure
of a padais defined by the number and position (short versus
long) of syllables.

yati— the way in which the caesura divides a pada. E.g., if the
caesura divides an 11 syllable p4da into groups of seven and
four syllables, we denote that yatias 7 by 4.



Definitions of ganas

( =’ stands for a short syllable, and ‘—, for a long one):

e ya — — -
e /3 - - —
e [a - — -

e bha — — -
o Ja - — -
e sa —-— —
e ma - - -
e na - - —

The above code-names may be combined, and those combinations
abbreviated, e.g. a combination of na and ya could be expressed by
nayau, or nyau.

Short and long syllables are denoted by:

e Ja (short)
e ga (long)

. Jati Metres

31. arya

TR (AT T
SUEEEEEIEIESERIGIEN
HECEIEMENGI
fRreTor afom s

TEIT: TT< TIH FIEIHTATERAT I 13 5T
TeTReT R I T 9|
The metre whose 1%t and 3™ padas consist of 12 matras,

the 2™ of 18 matras, and the 4™ of 15 matras,
is arya.
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[llustrations of the Main 33 Sanskrit Metres

In the presentation that follows the metres are divided
into three groups, and arranged, within each group, in
the order of the number of syllables. The text of each
sample is followed by a sdtra (an aphorism) in Sanskrit
and English (the translation into English is not literal)
describing the metre. The samples may be chanted
by the reader while listening to the accompanying

%WWTWQT Compact Disk.
qhAheghg? aL THRIH|
SLTUTLTLOT QIRUTHTYT
AT P =d T |

30. puspitagra (12 and 13 syllables)

(from the Yogavasistham)

[enN o
SRINERUMNEGRIREEIN

T q I ST qieqamil

If the 15t and the 3™ padas consist of na (- — -),
na(--—~),ra(- - —)and ya(-~ — —-), and the
2andthe 4" of na(— - ), ja(~ — -),ja(~ — -),
ra(— — —) and ga (-); the metre is puspitagra.

The yatiin the 1t and 3" padas is 7 by 5, and in the 2
and 4", 8 by 5.
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. Samavrtta Metres

1. sasivadana (6 syllables to a pada) 29. sisulila (11 and 12 syllables)
STfora=ATT AT AT A T HRTITT
ENEMICIE] sforaeaTeZar staeris aw==rm
T ATHTH AT
TR FATASTIH TARTH FHTET

orfarare=T =il (Bodhicaryavatarah 1.1)
Sasivadana (i.e. its pada) is composed of na (- — ) TIY T TIHYThT
and ya (- - -). ferereaT =e7 Tt & =Aq

If the first and third padas consist of sa (— — —),
sa (-~ -),ja(- - -), ga(-) and ga(-), and
the second and the fourth of sa (~ — -),
bha(- - ~),ra(- - —),and ya(~ — -);
the metre is sisulila.

The yatiin the 1t and 3™ padas is 6 by 5, and in the 2™
and 4", 7 by 5.




. Ardhasamavrtta Metres

28. viyogini (11 syllables) 2. vidyullekha (6 syllables)
AR (T HIAAT TTYT SATAT O
gfeTeeT TEuTETET FEUT ST T
DI IEREIEEORR L a0y TN
ALY FHIH: FHd: | ThIT AT gl
(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.4) ﬁw_@” a0
oo =t &7 st |99 Vidyullekha is composed of ma (- — —) and ma (- — -).
EE R RS AR ERIR ]

The yatiis 3 by 3.
If the first and third padas consist of sa (— — -),
sa(- - -),ja(~ — -)and ga(-), and the second
and fourth consist of sa (— — —), bha (- — ),
ra(— — —), la(~) and ga (-), the metre is viyogini.

The yatiin the 15t and 3™ padas is 6 by 4, and in the 2
and 4™ padas, 7 by 4.
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3. anustubh (8 syllables)

AT TFYh
EIRREIRERE
ST Ty a2
EIERIREEER]

(Raghuvamsamahakavyam 1.1)

T T e
RRIEESNRIRE]
AT AT STATHAT
AT qIoed: |

(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.13)

27. sragdhara (21 syllables)
TUT TR ATGHAA AT Ahe LT0T]

TUTHTT N ORI ATThT LT

TUT AR AT T <A TR " HI

ferpTieerhrieemTaTereafa ad Hdqaer
Hag |l

(Srimadbhagavatam)
T A0 P AT sReRT Sidaaql

Sragdhara is said to be composed of ma (— — -),
ra(-— —),bha(- - <), na(~— ) and three
ya (- — —-), withthe yafi7 by 7 by 7.

10
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26. sarddalavikridita (19 syllables)

Teh A EuT: GRS HEHT: TSy &
HTHTATE] T AT: T aLre I

o SHT HTURTeET: T garearaid Hafa &
I q Afeq 0 wiEd T & T Il

(l‘ O O O\

RS d: TR ATgAtaeniieaql

A

Sarddlavikridita is composed of ma (- — -), sa (-~ -)
jat-—-~)sa(---)ta---)tal---)
and a long syllable, with the yati 12 by 7.

34

Unlike in other metres, the padain anustubhis not subdivided
into ganas. Each pada follows instead the following pattern of
short and long syllables (‘= denotes that the syllable may be
short or long):

T T & AT Fa9 A TFHH
BaqeIeagea aaH rHaa: |

In anustubh, the sixth syllable should be known as long; the
fifth one always as short.

In the second and fourth padas, the seventh syllable is short;
in the other two padas, long.

11




4. pramanika (8 syllables) 25. kokilaka (17 syllables)

AT HAIhe=Td] ST ST SIS ST @S iaeoT

AR IR EIDIH A TETHAT THI g aHETHT: |

N [anN N
ARk IEEEINER ISR ERIEIEENER EEICETS]
[anN = N O\
AT AATICTI FIAESTIATHAT T FLAT STALETH: |

T2 Al AT ASTSTAT [F FHITHARH

STHTTOTRT STRT AT
Pramanika is composed of ja(— — ~), ra(- — =), la(~) If itis composed of na (- — <), ja(- — ), bha(— — ),
and ga (-). ja(- — ~),ja(~ — ~), la(~) and a long syllable,

the metre is kokilaka.

The yatiis 4 by 4.
The yatiis 7 by 10.

12 33



24. harini (17 syllables)
Fgaserd faeaTca<r qam 97 99
JTATHY T gIL g0 THT 79|
ST@HT ddlta<hl T THI 79

A e MeRed feEm /6T 790

THHTEAT T: TgAag I8 Lol 7Tl
Harinris composed of na (- — -), sa (-~ — -), ma (- — -),
ra(~— —),sa(-~- -),la(-)and ga(-),

with the yati6 by 4 by 7.

5. indravajra (11 syllables)

(I’ﬁ' YT HAd Al enl L
fererceror et waRTery
FETAATAT TAT FTT=
AThed qUAY JTq: &707 =1

(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.5)

TrTfergasT a2 aF ST T

Ifitconsistsof fa(— — -), ta(— — ~),ja(~ — ~), ga(-)
and ga (-), the metre is indravajra.

The yatiis 5 by 6.

32
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6. upendravajra (11 syllables)

He & TAHATEqAT
AT T |
AT: TLITHLUN ST AT
FATE T FehaATHLITET: |

(Bodhicaryavatarah 2.3)

IUeEaSIT STASTEadr T

Upendravajra is composed of ja (« — -), ta(— — -),
Jja(- = ~), ga(-)and ga(-)".

The yatiis 5 by 6.

1

The two ga are expressed in the above aphorism (sGtra) by gauh

(a ‘cow’), which is a mnemonic device.
14

23. mandakranta (17 syllables)

CATHTCred UM T aTqan: foreramy

STCHTH o FL0TaTad ATafa=g o Al
Y D CON [anN N

stetcdidqrdgedAdglS<li«ttAd q

T TS AT FATa:|

@(Fﬂi%ﬁﬂia 1 qg

(Kalidasa: Meghadditah)

HeaTh e TR (AT ST a1 T

Mandakranta is composed of ma (— — —), bha (— — ~),
na (v - v), ta (— — \-’), ta (_ - V)! ga (_) and
ga (), with the yati4 by 6 by 7.
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22. prthvi (17 syllables)
9T s Jewfe 7ad: f=aq
REERUGIRIEIL IR ERE R I ESH
ST AT fO oragraq
T q T s = ATl

(Bhartrhari: Nitisatakam)

STET STHAAT THTEATCA 2T T

Prthviis composed of ja (— — <), sa(—— -),ja(- — -),

sa(—~— -),ya(-~ — -), la(-) and ga (-), with the
yati8 by 9.

30

7. upajati (11 syllables)

AETAATA ATHAT
PENERIERRCEIEEAEEN

EEIRCIRIGIRCIEEIE]
AT {pra (AT AHTHI

AT G AAGHATST
qTaT T ATgaSITaI&dT:|
oo Therrearea ™ faferary

[amN [amN N
Jal~d AT eaeHd T

1

D

al

Upajatiis a combination of upendravajra and indravajra.?

2 For indravajra and upendravajra see above.
15
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8. salini (11 syllables)

KEISGRERIRIERIE]
SR CRINERIRECIE
ATHTS sTg] A el

HTAT 9T =, ATt aaeieh: |

If ma(— — -) is followed by two fa (- — —) and two ga (-),

the metre is salini, with the yati4 by 7.

16

21. Sikharini (17 syllables)

SATHT [0 Fhae AT Fieey
AAT G T HE TAAATEAT GdCEH|

AGUS QU] FeATHE o TgTHTH
T ST HIThIE FiHg GHIETE T &t

(Sakuntalabhijianam)

TH wo{99WT 9T T foratofh

Sikharini has the yati 6 by 11, and is composed of
ya(~—--)ma(- - -),na(--~-), sa(-~- -),
bha (- — ), la(~) and ga (-).

29




20. paficacamara (16 syllables) 9. rathoddhata (11 syllables)

o =
Arqareadiqai<iaqray|:

ST Foahrred GHEqITIEUE S L R C G T CC H I
ETVTR L qad Aradeary] e REEeTHTa
{ifqvg‘uvaquiq TATEAZETHH Trdrd <4 q_q_lﬁ'QTI[“
TALG AN THITH FEOANHI
: TCIA LT TATEAT
ST ST AT SR o T Tl ‘
With na (- - ~-), ra(- — =), la(~) and ga (-) following
One should recite paficacamara as consisting of after ra(— — —), the metre is rathoddhata.
jat-—-~-)ral-~--)jal—--)ra---),
then ja (-~ — ~) and ga (-). The yatiis 7 by 4.

The yatiis 8 by 8.

28 17



10. svagata (11 syllables)

[enN o
IRE R R FAIREC I B
N N [anN [anN
°h|°h‘°|*'<i°h|°|<||°‘lcl"§l\c'lil
Y o
IS RIEENESEESGING
N [@nN [enN o
THAT ST FJAGIAAN

T 'Fl"ﬂ‘ll?iﬁ” TN
Svagata consists of ra (— — =), na(— — -),
bha (— — ~) and two ‘heavy’ ga (-).

The yatiis 7 by 4.

19. malini (15 syllables)

R =R T oY
[ERCREREIEC IR B I PESH

OIS hed ed
et fawaea: afeq = e

(from the Nitisatakam)
TAHIIIAT AT AT |

Malinris composed of na (-~ — -), na (-~ —~), ma (- —-),
ya(~—-)and ya (~ —-), with the yati8 by 7.

18
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18. vasantatilaka (14 syllables) 11. indira (11 syllables)

TATREA T qrauit 7 a7 SRINICINEEASEICIESE
o S|feq Jad S| T Tfea T e Bl
EIBIECIECR DGR EID T geFar e arase
T HAT A FIIT TT071 AT garaaea’ A=eadil
STAT ATt THSIT ST T ) AL a ea T 94Tl
Vasantatilaka should be known as consisting of When a long syllable is preceded by na (— — -),
ta(— — <), bha(— — ~), ja(~ — ~),ja(~ — -), ra(-~ —),ra(-~ —)and/a(-),
ga(-) and ga (-). the metre is indira.
The yatiis 8 by 6. The yatiis 6 by 5.

26 19



12. vamsastha (12 syllables)

= N o N
SIS Y S{eH A dTadq T

T IS T aH: T4

ST T TaATergae
ERIERIPR R E IR
STAT q AT ST
Vamsastha is described as composed of ja (-~ — -),
ta(- - -),ja(~ - <-)andra(- - -).

The yatiis 5 by 7.

20

17. praharsini (13 syllables)
MATHEHETEET T4
SS EMEN B ER MR R E=T
SR A ERSRIC LR EE
TETY ATdTAGTgyouiig: |

IR L GEERIR Elg'fa of IZIII\II

Praharsiniis composed of ma (- — =), na (~ — ~),
ja(~ - ~), ra(-~ —)andga(-),
with the yati 3 by10.

25




16. drutavilambita (12 syllables) 13. bhujanigaprayata (12 syllables)

FTTHATHL FTTAHTN TSl FUSHTA qAT IS
AT FFFL 7T T (7T HgTehTARTA TOTLTTT ST
(e NEaN N 2 C

3_{% HIH AT nH [ Q< vldl{l\d*lsg‘llrl{%‘llcl?llﬂ‘-l\

7 8 gamEat =7 A= forer ergeRt eresHteTAHI=
gATAATFIaHTE THT AT NSERERIGEE IR RERS]
Drutavilambita is composed of na (— — -), bha(— — -), Bhujanigaprayata is composed of four ya (- — -).

bha(- — ~-)andra(- — —).

The yatiis 6 by 6.
The yatiis 7 by 5.
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14. tolaka (12 syllables)
FYL AL Tad AYL
T HYE ghed TeH|
F et SR T
T ATaiae T

EERICE R Eo o R R

You should recite tfotaka as consisting of four sa (- — -).

15. sragvini (12 syllables)
=T HeTd AT
- i P
o< ATHE MITUhTaeoTH
NIGEIGIRE R EC- R S
o AT FRa0

Sragviniis described as composed of four ra (— — —).

The yatiis 6 by 6.

22
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