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33. jati

ayi girinandini nanditamedini
visvavinodini nandinute
visnuvilasini jisnunute.

bhagavatli he sitikanthakutumbini
bharikutumbini bhatikrte

jaya jaya he mahisasuramardini

ramyakapardini sailasute..

30 matratmika jatih.
Jatihas 30 matras (in a pada).

The yatiis 16 matras by 14.

40

Lexicon of Sanskrit Prosody

aksara — a syllable

ardhasamavrtta — a sub-category of vrita, where the alternate
padas have the same prosodic structure.

gadya - prose

gana — a prosodic unit of three syllables (aksara); there are
eight ganas, as there are eight possible permutations of short
and long syllables in a group of three.

guru— a ‘heavy’ (long) syllable

jati— a sub-category of padya, where a pada is defined by the
number of syllabic ‘measures’ (matra).

laghu — a ‘light’ (short) syllable

matra — a ‘measure’ used in specifying the length of a padain
metres of jafi type; a short (laghu) syllable measures 1 matra,
and a long (guru) syllable, 2 matras.

pada — a quarter-verse. It may be subdivided into ganas, i.e.
prosodic units of three syllables.

padya — a stanza (which is subdivided into four padas); any
composition in verse.

samavrtta — a sub-category of vrtta, where all padas have the
same prosodic structure.

visamavrtta — a sub-category of vrtta, where all padas have a
different prosodic structure.

vrtta — a sub-category of padya, where the prosodic structure
of a padais defined by the number and position (short versus
long) of syllables.

yati— the way in which the caesura divides a pada. E.g., if the
caesura divides an 11 syllable p4da into groups of seven and
four syllables, we denote that yatias 7 by 4.



Definitions of ganas

( =’ stands for a short syllable, and ‘—, for a long one):

ya —--

ta - -~
bha - — -

na - - —

The above code-names may be combined, and those combinations
abbreviated, e.g. a combination of na and ya could be expressed by
nayau, or nyau.

Short and long syllables are denoted by:

la (short)
ga (long)

32. giti
jaya sivasarikara sambho
jaya girijadhisa.
jaya jaya samba sadasiva
pasupati jagadisa..
om hara hara hara mahadeva..
22 matratmika gitih.

Gitihas 22 matras (in a pada).

The yatiis 12 matras by 10.
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. Jati Metres

[llustrations of the Main 33 Sanskrit Metres

In the presentation that follows the metres are divided
into three groups, and arranged, within each group, in
the order of the number of syllables. The text of each
sample is followed by a sdfra (an aphorism) in Sanskrit
and English (the translation into English is not literal)
describing the metre. The samples may be chanted

31. arya - , ,
by the reader while listening to the accompanying

mrgaminasajjananam
trnajalasantosavihitavrttinam. Compact Disk.
lubdhakadhivarapisuna
niskaranam vairino jagati..

yasyah pade prathame dvadasamatras tatha trtiye ‘pi.
astadasa avitiye caturthake paficadasa saryaa..

The metre whose 1%t and 3" padas consist of 12 matras,
the 2" of 18 matras, and the 4" of 15 matras is arya.
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. Samavrtta Metres

1. sasivadana (6 syllables to a pada)

sasivadananam
vrajataruninam.
adharasudhormi
madhuripur aicchat..

sasivadana nyau.

Sasivadana (i.e. its pada) is composed of na (- — )
and ya (-~ — -).

30. puspitagra (12 and 13 syllables)

tribhuvanabhuvanabhiramakosam
Sakalakalarikaharam param prakasam.
asaranasaranam saranyam isam

haram ajam isvaram acyutam prapadye..

(from the Yogavasistham)

ayuji nayugarephito yakaro
yuji tu najau jaragas ca puspitagra.

If the 15t and the 3 padas consist of na (— — -), na (- — -),
ra(- — —)and ya(~ — -), and the 2" and the 4"
ofna(-—~)ja(~ - ~)ja(~ - ~)ral-~- -)
and ga (-), the metre is puspitagra.

The yatiin the 1%t and 3™ padas is 7 by 5, and in
the 2" and 4™, 8 by 5.
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29. sisulila (11 and 12 syllables) 2. vidyullekha (6 syllables)

sugatan sasutan sadharmakayan radha jata krsnah
pranipatyadarato ‘khilams ca vandyan. krsno jato radha.
sugatatmajasamvaravataram vrndaranye rase
kathayisyami yathagatam samasat.. sphite candre hase..

(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.1) vidyullekha mo mah.

prathame sasaja gayugmayukta . .
$isulila carame sabhau rayau cet. Vidyullekha is composed of ma (— — —) and ma (- — -).

If the first and third padas consist of sa (- — -), sa (- - -), The yatiis 3 by 3.
ja(~ — -), ga(-) and ga (-), and the second and
the fourth of sa (~ - -), bha(— — ~), ra(- — —-),
and ya (— — -), the metre is sisuliia.

The yatiin the 1t and 3" padas is 6 by 5, and in the 2™
and 4", 7 by 5.

36 9



B. Ardhasamavrtta Metres

3. anustubh (8 syllables)

vagarthaviva samprktau
vagarthapratipattaye.
jagatah pitarau vande
parvatiparamesvarau..

(Raghuvamsamahakavyam 1.1)

gantukamasya gantusca 28. viyogini (11 syllables)
yatha bhedah pratiyate.

tatha bhedo ‘nayor jaeyo
yathasarikhyena panditaih..

ksanasampad iyam sudurlabha
pratilabdha purusarthasadhani.
yadi natra vicintyate hitam

(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.13) punar apy esa samagamah kutah..

Bodhicaryavatarah 1.4
Unlikein other metres, the padain anustubhis not subdivided ( 4 714)
into ganas. Each pada follows instead the following pattern visame yadi sau jagau same

of short and long syllables (‘=" denotes that the syllable sabhara Igau ca tada viyogini.

may be short or long):
If the first and third padas consist of sa (— — -), sa (- - -),

ja(~ — ~)and ga(-), and the second and fourth
consistof sa(~~— —), bha(- —« ), ra(- - —-),
la (~) and ga (-), the metre is viyogini.
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The yatiin the 1t and 3" padas is 6 by 4, and in the 2

b=
sloke sastham guru jAeyam, sarvatra laghu pafncamam. and 4% padas, 7 by 4.

advicatuspadayoh hrasvam, saptamam dirgham anyayoh..

In anustubh, the sixth syllable should be known as long; the
fifth one always as short.

In the second and fourth padas, the seventh syllable is
short; in the other two padas, long.

10 35



27. sragdhara (21 syllables)

yesam srimadyasodasutapadakamale nasti bhaktir
naranam
yesam abhir akanyapriyagunakathane nanurakta
rasajfia.
yesam srikrsnalilalalitarasakathakarnane naiva karno
dhik tan dhik tan dhig etan kathayati satatam
kirtanastho mrdarigah..

(Srimadbhagavatam)

mrabhnair yanam trayena trimuniyatiyuta sragdhara
Kirtiteyam.

Sragdhara is said to be composed of ma (— — —), ra(— — -),
bha (- — -), na(~ - -) and three ya (- — -),
with the yati7 by 7 by 7.

34

4. pramanika (8 syllables)
punatu bhaktir acyuta
sadacyutarighripadmayoh.
srutismrtipramanika
bhavamburasitarika..

pramanika jarau lagau.

Pramanika is composed of ja(— — —), ra(- — =), la(~)
and ga (-).

The yatiis 4 by 4.

11




5. indravajra (11 syllables)

ratrau yatha meghaghanandhakare
vidyut ksanam darsayati prakasam.
buddhanubhavena tatha kadacil
lokasya punyesu matih ksanam syat..
(Bodhicaryavatarah 1.5)
syad indravajra yadi tau jagau gah.

Ifitconsistsof fa(— — -), ta(— — -),ja(~ — ~), ga(-)
and ga (-), the metre is indravajra.

The yatiis 5 by 6.

26. sardalavikridita (19 syllables)

eke salpurusah pararthaghatakah svarthan parityajya ye

samanyas tu parartham udyamabhrtah svarthavirodhena
ye.

te ‘mi manusaraksasah parahitan svarthaya vighnanti ye

ye tu ghnanti nirarthakam parahitam te ke na janimahe..

suryasvair masajastatah saguravah sardalavikriditam.
Sarddlavikridita is composed of ma (- — -), sa (-~ -),

jat-—-~)sa(---)ta---)tal---)
and a long syllable, with the yati12 by 7.

12

33




25. kokilaka (17 syllables)

jaya jaya jahy ajam ajitadosagrbhitagunam

tvam asi yadatmana samavaruddhasamastabhagah.
agajagadokasam akhilasaktyavabodhaka te

kvacid ajayatmana ca carato ‘nucaren nigamah..

yadi bhavato najau bhajajala guru kokilakam.
If itis composed of na (- — <), ja(~ — ), bha(— — ),
ja(~ — <), ja(~ — ~), la(~) and a long syllable;

the metre is kokilaka.

The yatiis 7 by 10.

32

6. upendravajra (11 syllables)

mahidhara ratnamayas tathanye
vanapradesas ca vivekaramyabh.
latah supuspabharanojjvalas ca
drumas ca ye satphalanamrasakhah..

(Bodhicaryavatarah 2.3)
upendravajra jatajas tato gauh.

Upendravajra is composed of ja (- — ~), fa(— — ),
ja(~ - ~), ga(-)and ga(-)".

The yatiis 5 by 6.

1

The two ga are expressed in the above aphorism (sdtra) by gauh
(a ‘cow’), which is a mnemonic device.

13




7. upajati (11 syllables)

brahmalavalam bhuvanaikapalam
yasovisalam sisupalakalam.
samsaramayamatimohajalam
balam mukundam sirasa namami..

anantarodiritalaksmabhajau
padau yadiyav upajatayas tah.
ittham kilanyasv api misritasu
vadanti jatisv idam eva nama..

Upajatiis a combination of upendravajra and indravajra.

24. harini (17 syllables)

bahularajase visvotpattau bhavaya namo namah
prabalatamase tatsamhare haraya namo namah.
janasukhakrte sattvodriktau mrdaya namo namah
pramahasi pade nistraigunye sivaya namo namah..

nasamarasala gah sadvedair hayair harini mata.
Harinris composed of na (- — -), sa (-~ — -), ma (- — -),

ra(—~ —),sa(~~ -), la(~)and ga(-), with the
yati6 by 4 by 7.

2 For indravajra and upendravajra see above.

14
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23. mandakranta (17 syllables)

tvam alikhya pranayakupitam dhaturagaih silayam
atmanam te caranapatitam yavad icchami kartum.
asrais tavan muhur upacitair drstir alipyate me

krdras tasminn api na sahate sarigamam nau krtantah..

(Kalidasa: Meghadditah)
mandakrantambudhirasanagair mo bhanau tau gayugmam.
Mandakranta is composed of ma (— — -), bha (— — -),

na(--~-) ta(- - -), ta(- - -), ga(-) and
ga (), with the yati4 by 6 by 7.

30

8. salini (11 syllables)

punijibhdtam prema goparigananam
mdrtibhdtam bhagadheyam yaddnam.
ekibhutam guptavittam srutinam
syamibhdtam brahma me sannidhattam..

mat tau gau cet salini vedalokaih.

If ma(— — -)is followed by two fa (- — -) and two ga (-),
the metre is salini, with the yati4 by 7.

15




9. rathoddhata (11 syllables) 22. prthvi (17 syllables)

nandanandanapadaravindayoh labheta sikatasu tailam api yatnatah pidayan
syandamanamakarandabindavah. pibec ca mrgatrsnikasu salilam pipasarditah.
sindhavah paramasaukhyasampadam bhujarigam api kopitam Sirasi puspavad dharayet
nandayantu hrdayam mamanisam.. na tu pratinivintamdirkhajanacittam aradhayet..
rat parair naralagai rathoddhata. (Bhartrhari: Nitisatakam)
With na (- - ~-), ra(- — —), la(~) and ga (-) following jasau jasayala vasugrahayatis ca prthvi guruh.

after ra(— — —), the metre is rathoddhata.
Prthviis composed of ja (- — -), sa(~~— -),ja(~ — -),
The yatiis 7 by 4. sa(—~— -),ya(- — =), la(~)and ga (-),

with the yati 8 by 9.
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21. Sikharini (17 syllables)

anaghratam puspam kisalayam aliinam kararuhair

anaviddham ratnam madhu navam anasvaditarasam.

akhandam punyanam phalam iva ca tadrdpam
anagham
na jane bhoktaram kam iha samupasthasyati vidhih..

(Sakuntalabhijianam)
rasai rudrais chinna yamanasabhala gah sikharini.
Sikharini has the yati 6 by 11, and is composed of

ya(~—--)ma(- - -),na(-~~), sa~~ -),
bha (- — ), la(~) and ga (-).

10. svagata (11 syllables)
satakumbharuciharidukalah
kekicandrakavirgjitacalah.
navyayauvanalasadbrajanari-
rafijano jayati kufijavihari..

svagata ranabhagaurguruna ca.

Svagata consistsof ra(— — =), na(——~), bha(— — -)
and two ‘heavy’ ga (-).

The yatiis 7 by 4.

28
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11. indira (11 syllables)

jayati te ‘dhikam janmana vrajah
Srayata indira sasvad atra hi.
dayita drsyatam diksu tavakas
tvayi dhrtasavas tvam vicinvate..

nararalair gurdyv indira mata.

When a long syllable is preceded by na (-~ — -),

ra(-—- =), ra(- — —)and /a(~), the metre
is /indira.

The yatiis 6 by 5.

18

20. paficacamara (16 syllables)

jatatavin...

bhaje vrajaikanandanam samastapapakhandanam
svabhaktacittarafijanam sadaiva nandanandanam.
supicchagucchamalakam sunadavenuhastakam
anarigararigasagaram namami krsnanagaram..

jarau jarau tato jagau ca paficacamaram vadet.
One should recite paficacamara as consisting of
jalt~—-~)ra-~-)jak~-~)ra-~--),

then ja (-~ — ~) and ga (-).

The yatiis 8 by 8.

27




19. malini (15 syllables)
manasi vacasi kadye punyapiydsapuirnas
tribhuvanam upakarasrenibhih prinayantah.
paragunaparamandn parvatikrtya nityam
nifahrdi vikasantah santi santah kiyantah..
(from the Nitisatakam)

nanamayayayuteyam malini bhogilokaih.

Malinris composed of na (— — <), na(—— ), ma(- — -),
ya(- — -)andya (-~ — -), with the yati8 by 7.

26

12. vamsastha (12 syllables)
rajojuse janmani sattvavritaye
sthitau prajanam pralaye tamah sprse.
ajaya sargasthitinasahetave
trayimayaya trigunatmane namabh..
jatau tu vamsastham udiritam jarau.

Vamsastha is described as composed of ja (-~ — -),
ta(- - -),ja(~ - -)andra(- — -).

The yatiis S by 7.

19




13. bhujarnigaprayata (12 syllables)
gale rundamalam tanau sarpajalam
mahakalakalam ganesadhipalam.
jatajatabhangottarangair visalam
sivam sarnikaram sambhum isanam ide..
bhujarigaprayatam caturbhir yakaraih.

Bhujanigaprayata is composed of four ya (- — -).

The yatiis 6 by 6.

20

18. vasantatilaka (14 syllables)

ratnakaras tava grham grhini ca padma
kim deyamasti bhavate jagadisvaraya.
abhiravamanayanahrtamanasaya
dattam mano yadupate krpaya grhana..

JjAeya vasanlatilaka tabhaja jagau gah.

Vasantatilaka should be known as consisting of fa (— — ),
bha(- — -),ja(~ - —),ja(~ - ~), 9a(-)
and ga (-).

The yatiis 8 by 6.

25




17. praharsini (13 syllables) 14. totaka (12 syllables)

gopinam adharasudharasasya panair
uttungastanakalasopaguhanais ca.
ascaryair api rativibhramair murareh
samsare matir abhavat praharsinihah..

adharam madhuram vadanam madhuram
nayanam madhuram hasitam madhuram.
hrdayam madhuram gamanam madhuram
madhuradhipater akhilam madhuram..

tryasabhir manajaragah praharsiniyam. vada totakam abdhisakarayutam.

Praharsini'is composed of ma (— — =), na (- — ),

You should recite totaka as consisting of four sa (— — -).
ja(- — <), ra(- — =) and ga (-), with the yati 3
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15. sragvini (12 syllables) 16. drutavilambita (12 syllables)

acyutam kesavam ramanarayanam asanam acara karicanabhajane
krsnadamodaram vasudevam harim. tvam api kukkura ma kuru vismayam.
Sridharam madhavam gopikavallabham iha hi pamaranayakamandire
Jjanakinayakam ramacandram bhaje.. na hi satam asatam ca vivecanam..
Kirtitaisg cattdrephika sragvini. drutavilambitam aha nabhau bharau.
Sragvinris described as composed of four ra (- — —). Drutavilambita is composed of na (-~ — ~), bha (— — ~),

bha(- — <)andra(- — —).
The yatiis 6 by 6.
The yatiis 7 by 5.
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